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JAMAICA GOSPEL SONG COMPETITION
ENTRY FORM

Please read the rules and regulations then �ll out the 
entry form in its entirety and accurately.
Return in Duplicate before or on Deadline for Entries: 
LAST FRIDAY IN NOVEMBER

Entry Fee: $1000 per entry (NON-REFUNDABLE)
Only cash, company’s and managers’ cheques are 
accepted. Cheques must be made payable to the 
Jamaica Cultural Development Commission

Title of Song: --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SONG WRITER’S INFORMATION

Name of Song Writer  ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Address of Song Writer -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Contact Numbers – Home ----------------------------   Cellular ----------------------------  Emergency # ----------------------------

Email address--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Is this your �rst time composing for the competition?   Yes             or   No             If No, state number of years----------

Were you born in Jamaica?        Yes                or      No   

If you were not born in Jamaica, How long have you lived here?----------------------------------------

PERFORMER’S  INFORMATION

Name of Performer / Entrant -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Address of Performer ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Contact Numbers – Home ----------------------------   Cellular ----------------------------  Emergency # ----------------------------

Email address -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Is this your �rst time performing in the competition?   Yes             or  No             If No, state number of years------------

Were you born in Jamaica?        Yes                or      No   

If you were not born in Jamaica, How long have you lived here?----------------------------------------
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3-5 Phoenix Avenue, Kingston 10

Tel: (876) 926-5726-9 Fax: 960-4521
Website: www.jcdc.gov.jm
Email: info@jcdc.gov.jm

Parish Offices are located islandwide

         

BIOGRAPHY
Submit �ve sentences each on the writer and Performer.  Please limit these to number of years 

singing, writing achievements, training received, awards won and ministry information.

• The 25 highest scoring songs will be selected for the 
 Semi Finals.

3.  Semi Finals
• At this level the performer will present the song in  
 its entirety.
• Harmony Singers are optional and must be the full  
 responsibility of the performer
• The use of VOICELESS tracks or musicians is 
          compulsory and is the sole responsibility of the    
          performer. 
    
• Each Song will be scored out of a total 100 points; as  
 follows: 
 - Performance  –  25 points
 -  Musicianship – 25 points 
 -  Lyrics   –  25 points 
 -  Arrangement  –  25 points
         100 points
• The 10 highest scoring performers will be selected  
 as the �nalists of the competition 

4. National Finals
• The J.C.D.C will provide Harmony Singers for all 10
  �nal songs.
• The J.C.D.C will provide one backing band which will
 provide musical support to all �nalists at the national
 �nals
•  Each finalist will perform one cover song which will be
 selected by the �nalist subject to the approval of the  
 J.C.D.C., in addition to their entry.
• Each Song is scored out of a total 100 points as follows:
 - Performance    - 25 points
 -  Musicianship  - 25 points 
 -  Lyrics    -  25 points 
 -  Arrangement   -  25 points 
         100 points
Awards and Results
• Awards will be made for:
 - Best Arrangement - for the entry with the highest
                average in the arrangement segment

 - Best Lyrics – for the writer of the song with the  
  highest score for lyrics

 - Best Performance – for the �nalist with the highest  
  score for the performance of both the cover song
  and the entry as performed on the National Finals

  Best Musicianship - for the �nalist who amassed 
  the highest score for musicianship
 
 - The 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners 
• The results will be tallied by a team selected by the  
 J.C.D.C. and veri�ed by auditors. 

Please note that the prize list may change or vary in  
any given year.

Selection of Adjudicators

 The J.C.D.C will provide competent adjudicators drawn  
 from the Music Industry.

Production
• The Finalists will be expected to sign agreements 
 with the J.C.D.C. with respect to performance and
 recordings.
• A compilation album will be prepared inclusive of  
 the  top ten  songs selected

• Each finalist will be required to work with a music  
 producer selected by the J.C.D.C. to produce the song  
 for the compilation album.

• Each finalist may be required to work with a video  
 producer selected by the J.C.D.C. in the production  
 of a promotional video for the entry song. 

 The J.C.D.C reserves the right to amend the production  
 arrangements from time to time

Training and Development
 The J.C.D.C will coordinate workshops and seminars  
 to prepare potential entrants and �nalists in the  
 competition.

• The finalists will be expected to attend all training  
 sessions with the band and harmony singers which  
 will  be overseen by a rehearsal coach selected by  
 the  J.C.D.C.

• All finalists are expected to attend ALL events  
 planned for the promotion of the competition such  
 as outreach programmes, road shows and all media  
 interviews and other performance opportunities.



ASSIGNMENT OF RIGHTS:  The  entrant assigns to the Jamaica Cultural Development Commission (JCDC) the 
exclusive worldwide rights to make and use any photo images, audiovisual and sound recordings, publications 
and/or anthologies of the entrant’s entry(ies) rendered in the course of this competition. 

This assignment shall include the right to produce, reproduce, publish, exhibit and distribute mechanical audiovi-
sual, sound and image carriers such as videos, DVDs, compact discs, external drives, cloud storage and/or 
brochures, catalogues, anthologies and books of JCDC entries in the print or digital media as well as the rights to 
broadcast on radio, television and the worldwide web.

The entrant shall retain all other rights to the entry.   This assignment shall apply only to entries successfully 
selected for a JCDC Award and shall last for a duration of four (4) years taking e�ect as of the closing date for 
entries to the competition. 

WARRANTIES:  The entrant hereby warrants and represents that he/she is duly authorised to assign the rights of 
abovementioned and hereby agrees to indemnify and hold JCDC harmless from and against all claims that may 
arise from third parties as a consequence of the exercise of the rights granted to the JCDC.  The entrant agrees to 
execute such other agreements as may be necessary to give e�ect to the undertakings herein mentioned.

COMPENSATION TO ENTRANT:  In the event that the JCDC shall receive payment from the use of a book, publica-
tion, programme, recoding, other printed matter and any digital products which includes the entrant’s awarded 
entry,  the entrant shall be entitled to share equally with all entrants included in the programme, recording or 
printed matter �fty percent (50%) of the net proceeds received by the JCDC.  Net proceeds shall be determined 
after deduction of all reasonable costs associated with the recording, publishing, packaging, promotional and 
distribution costs.  The entrant is free to seek independent legal advice.

DECLARATION:  I/we, the undersigned, hereby declare that all information entered on this form is true, this 
song is an original composition and that i/we fully understand and will follow all the rules and regulations 
of the competition. I/we further agree to accept all rules, regulations governing the competition and the 
decisions of the Jamaica Cultural Development Commission (JCDC).

Song Writer’s Signature---------------------------------------------------------------   Date ------------------------------------------------

Performer’s Signature ----------------------------------------------------------------    Date -------------------------------------------------

OFFICIAL USE ONLY
Received by: -------------------------------------------------------------------------   Date: ---------------------------------------------

Total number of Entries -------------   Payment Due: ---------------------------    Payment received: -----------------------

Payment Method:      Cash or Cheque                Cheque Number: -------------------------------------------------------------

Receipt Number: ---------------------------------------------------------

Certifying O�cer:  ---------------------------------------------------------               Date: ---------------------------------------------

Entrant Number: ------------------/--------------------/---------------------

Access and Distribution of Entry forms

• Entries open in September .
• Entry forms and the rules and regulations are available at

 - J.C.D.C Head O�ce
 - J.C.D.C Parish O�ces Islandwide
 - J.C.D.C website www.jcdc.gov.jm 
 
Entry Information
• All entrants must be 16 yrs or older. (whatever the age
 as at September 1 of the competition year is the age
 that carries throughout the competition irrespective of
 closing date of entries)
• Entry forms must be submitted in duplicate on or  
 before the deadline
• Entries must be reflective of any gospel theme and
 can  represent any genre
• A non-refundable Entry Fee of $1000 must be paid  
 upon submission of a completed entry form along with
 two copies of the typed written lyrics and biographies  
 of both the performer and the writer.
• All songs should be original and should not have been
 performed on or recorded for airplay in any media
 publication prior to it being entered. The entry also
 should not have been sung more than 2 times in a  
 public space prior to entry
• An entry is allowed to have no more than four (4) bars
 of music (preferably not consecutively) that sound like
 another composition or it will be guilty of Copyright 
          infringement, punishable under the laws of Jamaica. 
• An entry must be no more than FOUR MINUTES LONG.
• An entry may be performed by a soloist or an ensemble  
 of no more than �ve (5) persons
• The writer of the song does not have to be the
 performer; however the writer may perform his/her  
 own song.
• In any given year, the writer may enter as many songs
 as he or she desires but the performer may only enter  
 one song. 
• An entrant must not be a participant in any other  
 competition or be tied to any other recording or  
 performance contracts for the duration of this 
 competition.
• The winner of the competition in any given year cannot  
 enter again until one full year has passed.

• All Competitors and their supporters whose actions
  are  deemed disrespectful to the judges, the 
 Commission, its representatives, and/or other 
 competitors or found committing any illegal act or  
 behaving in such a manner as will bring the Jamaica  
 Gospel Song Competition, and/or the Jamaica Cultural  
 Development Commission into disrepute, ridicule or  
 contempt may be disquali�ed from the competition.

Selection Process

 There are four Competitive levels of adjudication in  
 this  competition, namely Audition, Elimination, Semi  
 Finals and National Finals. 

1. Audition Round 

• At this level the performer will present the entry for
  a minimum of 90 seconds and may be required to  
 perform longer as may be required by the adjudicators. 
• The use of VOICELESS tracks or musicians is optional  
 and  performers will not be penalized for the absence
 of same.
• Musicians and harmony singers are optional and are  
 the full responsibility of the performer
• The entry is judged on:
 - Originality
 - Vocal ability
• Adjudicators will indicate if the entry has been  
 recommended or not recommended to the next round

2. Elimination Round
• At this level the performer will present the entry in
  its entirety.
• The use of VOICELESS tracks or musicians is 
 compulsory and is the sole responsibility of the  
 performer. 
• Harmony Singers are optional and are the full 
 responsibility of the performer

• Each song will be scored as follows:

 Performance  –  25 points
 Musicianship  - 25 points 
 Lyrics   –  25 points 
 Arrangement   -  25 points     
     100 points 

ABOUT THE COMPETITION

The Jamaica Gospel Song competition is a two pronged competition which encourages Song Writers and 
Performers to express themselves utilizing any Genre of music to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

It is open to Jamaican citizens and persons of other nationality who have been residing in Jamaica for a period 
not less than two years at the closing date for entries

(The Festival Year is from September of the present year to August of the following Year.) 

Process Outline
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